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Concerning Some Samoan Stamps. 


By Josera B. Leavy. 


Now that the Samoan Islands have been divided between the United 
States and Germany, the stamps issued by them at various times have taken 
a remark ble boom here and anything that even remotely resembles a Samoan 
stamp is greedily snapped up by collector or speculator at full catalogue 
price and often at a considerable advance. 

As the majority of collectors know practically nothing whatever con- 
cerning the stamps of Samoa, the first issue of which has been largely re- 
printed and counterfeited, I believe that such information as I have been able 
to gather will prove both timely and interesting 

Some time in October, 1877, the six pence Samoa Express stamp made 
its appearance and was shortly followed by the one penny and three pence. 
Some months later or early in 1878 the one, two and five shilling 
values were added to the set. These stamps were lithographed on thick 
white wove paper, watermarked in the sheet with the name of the paper. maker, 
J. Whatman, and printed in sheets of ten stamps, two horizontal rows of five 
stamps, with the exception of the one penny which was printed in sheets of 
twenty stamps, four horizontal rows of five stamps each. The perforation was 
12% and all sheets were imperf. at the edges and gummed with a slightly 
yellow gum. 

The mother die, from which the impressions were taken to prepare the 
lithographing stones for the different values, was originally made for the six 
pence and had the words “ posTaGE six PENCE” inscribed in the value label. 
In taking the impressions for values other than the six pence this inscription 
was covered, so that the value label would be blank, and whatever value was 
desired was afterwards inserted in the label. Thus, in all values but the 
six pence, the position of the value in the label varies considerably, thereby 
rendering the plating of these stamps a fairly easy task. 
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There are three types of these stamps which are herewith illustrated and 
numbered I, II and III. ‘Type I is the original state of the die, showing a 
complete unbroken line above the word “ EXPRESS”, the same as that below 
the word. After the first stones were made the die, through some carelessness, 
was injured and in the second printing, for which new stones were pre- 
pared, there appears a break or heavy blot in the line above the letter “x ”’ 
of “express”. Thisis type II, of which the earliest canceled specimen that 
I have seen was a six pence postmarked June, 1878. An attempt was made 
to repair the injury to the die, but it was of a bungling nature and made a rough 
white spot on the line above the letter “‘ x ” of “ EXPRESS”, and gave the stamps 
made from the next stones an infinitely more untidy appearance than any of 
their predecessors. This repaired line is type III, the earliest cancellation up- 
on which is given by the publishers, in their Catalogue for Advanced Colllectors, 
as January, 1880. 

Late in the year 1880 a new value, nine pence, was added to the set. 
This value was, of course, in the third type, the paper and watermark the same as 
preceding values but the perforation 12 and not 12%. The earliest cancella- 
tion which I have seen on the nine pence was December 17th, 1880. In the 
Catalogue for Advanced Collectors the date of issue for the set perforated 12 
s given as May, 1881. With the exception of the nine pence I have seen no 
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value in this perforation bearing a cancellation prior to the date given, so I see 
no reason to dispute it, so far as the other values are concerned. 

In 1882 a two pence lilac rose was prepared but did not reach the islands 
until the post office was discontinued, so, although this value was included in 
the remainders bought up by Whitfield King & Co., it can only be con- 
sidered to be an essay or finished proof, as it never did postal duty. 

Whitfield King & Co., when they bought the remainders from the post- 
master, G. L. Griffith, received the following quantities of each value : 


1d 22,500 od 800 
2d 13,500 ish 1,500 
3d = 2,500 2sh 
6d 6,000 5sh 


In this lot of remainders there was a quantity of each value printed in 
sheets of 21 stamps, three horizontal rows of seven stamps each, Mr. Bacon, 
in his work on reprints, claims that these sheets, never having been on sale at 
the post office, were reprints made by order of G, L. Griffith and should be so 
regarded by collectors. It is my belief that these sheets of 21 stamps belong 
to a printing made at the time the two pence were ordered and so of course 
would come in the same class as that stamp. 

I append a list of the various shades I have seen in the different types 
and perforations. 

Type I. Lithographed on thick white wove paper watermarked in the 
sheet with the name of the paper maker, perforated 12%. Issued 1877-78. 

1d ultramarine 
3d light scarlet 
6d royal purple 
1sh yellow 

2sh red-brown 
5sh yellow-green 

Type II. Same paper, watermark and perforation. Issued 1878. 

1d ultramarine, light ultramarine 
3d light scarlet, vermilion 

6d royal purple 

1sh yellow 

2sh red-brown, bistre-brown 

I have not seen the five shillings in this type and question its existence. 
As this value did not appear till early in 1878 and was used very little, I 
believe that the quantity first printed was sufficient to last until the third 
printing. 

Type III. Same paper, watermark and perforation. Issued 1880. 

1d ultramarine 
3d vermilion 

6d pale violet 
2sh bistre-brown 
5sh yellow-green 

Printed on thin paper : 

1d ultramarine 
3d dull scarlet 


Type III. Same paper and watermark, perforated 12. Issued 1880. 
gd yellow-brown, pale yellow-brown 
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Type III. Same paper, watermark and perforation. Issued 1881. 
1d ultramarine, blue, dull blue, sky blue 
3d vermilion, pale vermilion 
6d light purple 
1sh yellow, lemon 


Printed on thin paper : 


1d blue 
3d pale scarlet 
6d dark purple 


I have in my own collection a one shilling stamp, type I, dull yellow, on 
thick wove paper, heavily gummed, perforated 12, This is the only stamp of 
this type that I have seen with this perforation. I have only listed stamps 
that are in my own collection or that I have seen personally in other collec 
tions, and do not claim that this is a complete list. 

Now a word or two concerning the reprints. Are they reprints? | 
have always considered a reprint to be a stamp printed from the original 
plate, either by the government issuing the stamp originally or by private 
parties, for exhibition purposes or for sale to dealers and collectors, and hav- 
ing no postal value. The Samoan reprints are not made from the original 
plates—original stones would be more correct, I believe, as the stamps are 
lithographs—but from especially prepared stones. Whitfield King & Co., 
when they bought the remainders, secured I believe, the original die and from 
this die they had prepared, for each value, new stones of forty stamps each 
five horizontal rows of eight stamps each. Two printings were made from 
these plates, the first in 1885, on thick white wove paper, varying somewhat 
as to thickness and watermarked in the sheet with the name of the paper 
maker, T. H. Saunders, and year, of which there are two, 1884 and 188s. 
These sheets were perforated 12, including the outer edges, and the following 
quantities of each value were struck off, 


1d, 50,000 gd, 25,000 
2d, 35,000 ish, 25,000 
3d, 30,000 2sh, 25,000 
6d, 25,000 5sh, 25,000 


The second printing was made in 1892, on white wove paper of varying 
thickness, watermarked in the sheet with the name of the paper maker, J. 
Whatman, and date 1889, 1890 or 1891. These sheets were perforated 12 and 
12% and were imperf. at the edges. 2,500 sheets of each value were printed. 

On June 1st, 1897 the stones from which these reprints were made were 
destroyed by the printer at Sydney in the presence of three philatelists. 

I have found two counterfeits of these stamps, the first is of type I and 
is not at all dangerous, but one point of difference need be noted. In the 
originals, the dots in the semi-circle above the word “ExprEss” are nearer 
together at some points than at others and two of them are beneath the letter 
“mu” of “samoa”™. In the counterfeit the dots are all equidistant, and there 
is only one beneath the letter “m”’ of “samoa”. The second counterfeit is 
of type III and the distinctive feature is herewith illustrated, it is certainly 
dangerous but can be quite easily distinguished with a little careful examina- 
tion. In the genuine stamp there are thirteen horizontal lines in the tablet 
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containing the word “ express "’ and these lines are all equidistant, while in 
the counterfeit there are twelve horizontal lines in the tablet and the seventh 
and eighth from the top between the “e£”’ and “x” of “Express” are 
further apart than the others. All the counterfeits that I have seen are per- 
forated 11%. 

In 1882 the Samoan post office was discontinued and no stamps were 
issued by the Islands from that date till 1887, when the post office was re- 
established and a new set of stamps of regulation size was issued. These 
stamps were printed at Wellington, New Zealand. During the period beginn- 
ing in 1882 and ending in 1887, letters were prepaid by the stamps of Germany, 
Great Britain or the United States, according to what portion of the Islands 
they came from, in fact during a great portion of the time that the stamps 
were in use a considerable amount of mail was prepaid by both the stamps 
of the Islands and the stamps of one of the three countries above mentioned. 
As Samoa was not a member of the Postal Union the mail coming from the 
Islands was handled by special contracts between the Government of the Is- 
lands and the three powers named, contracts similar to those that existed 
between nearly all of the nations before the establishing of the Postal Union 


Issue of 1887. Thick white wove paper, watermarked a star and N Z, 
perforated 12%, yellowish gum. 


¥4d violet-brown 

1d emerald green 

2d orange, pale orange 
4d blue, pale blue 

1sh deep rose 

2sh 6d violet, pale violet 
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Issue of 1892. Same paper, watermark, perforation and gum as preceding 

244d rose, deep rose 

Issue of 1893. Same paper, watermark and gum as preceding. Perforated 
11% xX 12. 

44d pale violet-brown 

1d emerald green, deep blue-green 
2d dull orange 

4d deep blue 

6d red-brown 

1sh deep rose 

2sh 6d red-violet 

Same as preceding but thin white gum. 

¥4d deep violet-brown, violet-brown 
1d emerald green, deep blue-green 
2d orange-yellow 

4d milky-blue 

6d brown-lake 

1sh deep rose 

2sh 6d bright purple 

Provisional issue of 1893. “Five pence” surcharged upon the four 
pence, perforated 11% x 12. 

It seems to be impossible to classify these stamps in any systematic 
order as to their issue and, after many fruitless attempts, I have finally decided 
to list them as two types and sub-divide these types into varieties. My clas- 
sification of these types and varieties is purely arbitrary, as, from the very best 
information I have been able to gather, they seem to have appeared simulta- 
neously. 











The publishers have here given you five excellent illustrations of what 
I am pleased to call the four principal varieties and a counterfeit of the first 
type. In number one the words “ Frour PENCE” are obliterated by a double 
bar sixteen millimeters long and one millimeter high, consisting of a fine line, 
underneath which is a line half a millimeter thick. These bars were set in the 
printer's frame with great care and exactness so that they would in every case 
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obliterate the words “ Four pENCE ". The surcharge “ Five PENCE” is in very 
small letters and appears to me to be an electrotype. These electrotypes were 
blocked in the frame without any regard to alignment and I have in my col- 
lection blocks in which the surcharge ‘‘ FIVE PENCE” is at a distance from the 
bar varying all the way from two millimeters to seven millimeters. This variety 
of surcharge comes only on the milky blue stamp with thin white gum. This 
variety also comes with the words “ rivE PENCE” doubly impressed. It is my 
belief that but a few sheets of this variety were printed, the electrotype 
“‘ FIVE PENCE” being so small that it blurred greatly in printing and it was 
deemed advisable to substitute larger lettering. This was accordingly done, as 
can be seen in illustration number two, this electrotype was blocked in the 
frame in the same careless manner as the preceding variety and I have in my 
collection a horizontal strip of three in which the ‘‘rive PENCE” is distant 
from the bar two and a half millimeters, six and a half millimeters and twelve 
millimeters, in the order named. In this strip the bar is inverted, so to speak, 
the thick line being above the fine one. This variety also comes with a single 
thick bar obliterating the words ‘‘ rour PENCE”, also with the bar omitted 
entirely. All these varieties come upon the deep blue stamp with thick 
yellow crackled gum. In number three the surcharge ‘‘ Five PENCE ” remains 
the same but the bar has been shortened to thirteen millimeters although, still 
remaining one millimeter in height. This appears to have been done with an 
idea of giving the stamp a neater appearance, as this short bar is just about the 
length of the label containing the words “ rour PENCE,” but the electrotypes 
“‘ FIVE PENCE” are still blocked in without regard to alignment and I have 
noticed them in varing distances from the bar of from four toeight anda half 
millimeters. This length bar comes with thick bar above the fine line, and with 
single thick bar. ‘This variety comes on both the milky-blue stamp with thin 
white gum and upon the deep blue stamp with yellow crackled gum. I have 
a double impression of the words “ FIVE PENCE” upon the milky-blue stamp, 
In number four the electrotype “ Five PENCE” remains the same as in num- 
bers two and three but the bar has beenchanged. This time it is four- 
teen millimeters long and one and three quarters millimeters high, a fine line 
above a line one millimeter thick, double the thickness of the thick line in the 
other bars. This setting was evidently made with the idea of completely 
obliterating the words “ rour PENCE” which all the preceding bars failed to 
do. The electrotypes “ rive pence” have been blocked in with more care in 
this setting, there being very little difference in their spacing horizontally, 
although vertically I have found them at varying distances from the bar rang- 
ing from one to four millimeters Number five is a rather clever forgery, but 
will not stand comparison with the original. The spacing between the words 
“rive” and “pence” will be seen to be three millimeters while in the originals 
it is barely three quarters of a millimeter. The bar too is but eleven millimeters 
long instead of one of the three lengths given above. 
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The publishers have again furnished you with three fine illustrations of 
what I am pleased to call the principal varieties of the second type. The 
differences are easily seen. In number one the letter “d”’ is slightly below 
the level of the numeral "5 ”, in number two the letter “ d” and the numeral 
“5 are on the same level, while in number three the letter “d” is very 
much above the level of the numeral “5”. This surcharge appears to be 
type set and is printed in a dull red ink, upon the deep blue stamp with yel- 
low crackled gum. The spacing between the 5d and the bar is quite as irregular 
in this surcharge as in the-preceding. I have seen specimens in which the 
distance ranged from three to nine millimeters. I have seen variety num- 
ber two with the 5d doubly impressed and the bar single, also with the bar 
doubly impressed and the sd single, and again with the bar entirely omitted 
I have also seen a horizontal pair of variety number two, one of which had 
the “sd” placed sideways. I have also noticed another printing of variety 
number two in which the ink is thick and blobby and a very brilliant carmine 
in color. This printing comes on the milky-blue stamp with thin white gum 
and I cannot determine whether it is type set or hand stamped. I have a 
horizontal strip of four in which the spacings between the sd and the bar 
are five, six, seven and eight millimeters in the order named. This printing 
I have also seen with the 5d doubly impressed and the bar single. 

These provisionals were, of course, but the forerunners of a five pence 
stamp, which was issued in 1894, the design being entirely different from any 
before used. Description is unnecessary, as the following cut speaks for itsel! 
This stamp is printed on white wove paper, watermarked a star and N Z, 
perforated 11% x 12 and gummed with thin white gum. 





5d bright scarlet, dull scarlet 


In 1895, for some unaccountable reason, it was thought necessary to issue 
a stamp of the value of one and a half pence and also one of the value of 
three pence for registration purposes. These two values were surcharged upon 
the two pence of 1893 as illustrated in the following cuts. The 1%d sur- 
charge was in blue, the 3d was in black. 





Some time in April or May, 1895, a provisional stamp appeared, in the 
shape of a half of a one shilling stamp used, supposedly, as six pence. The 
cause for the issue of this provisional is best explained by an article published 
by Mr. Sellschopp sometime in 1895 : 


““By the last Australian mail we received a copy of the Samoan Times 
and the South Sea Advertiser of April 7th, in which we find two columns 
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and a half about a disastrous fire that took place about four thirty Monday 
morning. About $52,coo worth of property was burned, of which only 
$25,000 was insured. Amongst the heaviest losers was Mr. John Davis, 
Postmaster at Apia, with a total loss of $10,000 and only $1,500 insurance. 

This fire was the cause that led to the creation of a very peculiar pro 
visional. In Mr. Davis’ store, which serves at the same time as post office, 
were the whole supply of Samoan stamps, which was burned, with the ex- 
ception of a few one shilling red, which he was able to save. 

For the steamer Mariposa leaving Samoa on the 25th of April for South 
Africa a very heavy mail accumulated and, to meet the emergency, Mr. Davis 
was compelled to use a splitone shilling stamp, as prepayment for every letter, 
no matter how heavy it may have been. So this provisional does not represent 
any certain value, but means the different rates according to the weight of 
the letters. 

A new supply of stamps for Samoa was ordered by the steamer Arawa, 
leaving Samoa for Auckland, April 18th, and, as the stamps were printed in 
the Government printing office in New Zealand, I think that probably the 
steamer of April 25th, or possibly that of four weeks later, will be the only 
ones that will carry letters with these provisional splits.” 

I would call attention to the fact that these stamps, to be genuine, must 
bear cancellation as mentioned above and be perforated either 12% or 11 4x 
12. [have seen many specimens of this split perforated 11, these are worthless 
junk cancelled to order by an accomodating postmaster and of no value. 
The set perforated 11 appeared first in the shipment sent to the Islands to 
replace the burned stock. 
wae issue of 1895. Same as corresponding values in preceding issue as to 
designs, paper, watermark and gum, but perforated 11 : 


%4d pale violet-brown, deep violet- brown, black purple 
1d pale yellow green, deep yellow-green, blue-green 
2d ochre, orange: yellow, orange 

24d pink, rose, very deep rose 

4d blue, very deep blue 
5d red, deep red, carmine-red 
6d lake, deep lake, deep brown-lake 
tsh rose, very deep rose, rose-red 

2%sh bright violet, dull purple 
1%d on 2d orange, blue surchage 

3d on 2d orange-yellow, black surcharge 

3d on 2d orange, black surcharge 


I have the 1%d on 2d orange in this perforation doubly surcharged. 

In 1896, what is called an error in color of the 2%d appeared, this error 
is printed in black on the same paper as its predecessors, gummed the same, 
but perforated 11x10. 

In 1898 the post office seems to have run short of 2%4d stamps and 
resorted to the simple method of surcharging, pending the arrival of a new 
supply. The one shilling stamp was the one selected as being most worthy 
of this distinguished honor. The surcharge was type set and then electro- 
typed in strips of three, there was but one variety. 


2%%d surcharged in black on tsh rose 
244d surcharged in black on 1sh carmine 


In 1899 the 4d and 1d were printed in new colors to correspond with 
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the colors adopted by the Postal Union, the paper, perforation and gum are 
the same as in the preceding outfit. 


Yd green 
1d light red-brown 


The 1898 provisional 24d proved such a grand success that it was 
apparently decided to work off the surplus stock of any old value by sur- 
charging it “‘ 234d", accordingly a fine bunch of surcharges was struck off 
This new surcharge was type set, in a block of six varieties, this block was 
electrotyped and the electrotypes apparently split into strips of three, as in 
some sheets the varieties are in blocks of six while in others they are in 
horizontal strips of six. 


234d surcharged in black on 1sh rose-red 
24d surcharged in black on 2%sh dull purple 
244d surcharged in red on rsh rose-red 

244d surcharged in red on 1d green 


Issue of 1899. Stamps of last set surcharged in capitals in two lines 


’ 


* PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT ”. 
4d green 
1d light red-brown 
2d orange 
4d blue 
5d red 
6d lake 
1sh rose 
2%sh bright purple 


I am indebted to J. N. Luff, J. M. Fiske and Crawford Capen for val- 
ued assistance in the preparation of this rather incomplete article. 











Our Engish Letter. 


By EpwarpD J. NANKIVELL. 


LONDON, 30 March, 1901 

Some time ago, before the present boom in South Africans, a well known 
dealer, chaffingly offered to bet me an even ss that I had not, during the 
then past twelve months, written a single letter for the AMERICAN JOURNAI 
OF PHILATELY without making some reference to Transvaal stamps. I 
pleaded guilty to the possibility of such a charge being true, but believing the 
case to be not quite so bad, I took the bet. 

At the earliest opportunity, in view of that 5s., I hunted up the files of 
the A. J. or P., and the very first letter tested won the bet for me, but on go- 
ing through the rest of the twelve months I found it stood alone in that 
respect. 

However, I was able to claim the 5s. but practically I was a convicted 
sinner. 

Moral! That fellow Nankivell, who specialises in Transvaals, is found 
guilty of always booming his own goods in the pages of the A. J. or P., the 
inference being that he is making a market for an ultimate scoop on his own 
account. It looks bad, doesn’t it? Very bad. But there is a sequel. 

Sequel! WhenI was booming Transvaals in the A. J. or P. I was cry- 
ing in the wilderness. I was predicting the certain ultimate popularity of the 
country. I was telling the readers of the A. J. or P. to study the issues and 
to buy, buy, buy, for all they were worth, while they were not studied or 
understanded by the dealers, and were, therefore, to be had at nominal prices. 

And now, those of you who have taken my advice, how do you stand? 
Are you sorry you have accumulated a collection of a country that was then 
unfashionable and is now mercilessly on the boom ? 

And those of you, who like my sceptical friend, the dealer, have set my 
advice down to a sole desire to boom my own goods and have accordingly, 
with a knowing wink and a finger to the side of your nose, said, “ we twig the 
little game and are not going to buy up his unsalable pets,” how do you feel ? 
Do you want to kick yourselves for not having bought at the average 1s or 2s 
of those days, stamps that are now snapped up like hot cakes at three, four, 
five, aye and even ten times those figures. 

Who is on the crowing side to-day. We who have studied and collected 
Transvaals in the days of their unpopularity or those who dubbed them 
complicated rubbish and left them severely alone ? 

Only last night I attended a sale in the hope of getting a variety I wanted. 
It was the 1d red on orange, italic V. R., fine roulette, unused. It is a scarce 
thing fine rouletted. Why, I know not. I gave a bid of 43.10.0 for it, think- 
ing in my innocence such a little known stamp would scarcely be spotted. 
Another collector who had studied my articles on Transvaals sent a bid of 
415, and he too made sure of his prey. But we were doomed to dis- 
appointment, for yet another collector outbid us, secured it for 4 16 and after- 
ward stated that he had three customers looking for that stamp and he would 
have gone to # 30 for it. 


If I had kept my accumulated knowledge to myself I could be scooping 
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the rarest Transvaals to-day for mere nominal prices. I could have filled 
my safe with the rarieties at shillings instead of pounds, and then, when I 
had practically cornered all that was worth cornering, I could give away 
my knowledge, place my stock on the market, and clear out at a grand profit. 
Instead of doing that I have boomed the stamps in the A. J. or P. when they 
were unfashionable, when it was open to al], with the tips I gave your readers, 
to buy at low prices, knowing all the time that the natural inference of a 
certain class of mind would be that I was simply booming my own goods, but 
not caring acent, I felt secure in the belief that events would justify all I said 
a that my day would come when I should be able to crow as I can crow 
to-day. 


There is a further lesson to be drawn from all this business, and it is 
this: It pays best tocollect and specialise an wnfashionadle country, provided 
ycu make a wise choice. The difficulty of course is to make a wise choice. 
My loyalty to a belief in a grand future for Transvaals was the result of 
years of close study, as a London journalist, of the political history of South 
Africa. Noone should specialise a country and put many dollars into it 
without thoroughly examining the possibilities of its future. Few men can 
afford to put all their eggs into one basket in a haphazard fashion, and no 
man need do soif he will study the history of a country, its political relations, 
its resources and its people. 


I can no longer say that Transvaal is a country to specialise for the man 
of ordinary means. That day has gone by. Usused are already out of reach 
of all but the wealthy, but they are far from their real value yet, in my 
opinion. In used the man of limited means, if he knows the country and has 
studied the lists which have been published in the A. J. or P., may still pick 
up real bargains. 


In casting about for another country upon which to concentrate his 
affections and attention I should be inclined to vote for the Niger Territories, 
commencing with the Oil Rivers issue surcharged on English and following 
through the Niger Coast Protectorate and down to the latest division of the 
Territory into Northern Nigeria and Southern Nigeria. It is not at present 
an expensive country. In my opinion the early issues are all very much 
undervalued in the catalogues and cannot long be left at present figures 
The printings were relatively very small and few dealers will be found to 
have any good stocks for selection. Don’t be led into paying high prices for 
mere varieties of perforation, and don’t trouble your souls if you cannot get 
sets of the many colored surcharges of the “ Half Penny” on the Oil Rivers 
issues. Even if you cannot add'more than one specimen of each variety of 
the various types used you need not grieve much. But do your best to 
secure nice copies of the provisional issue of 1893, called “ provisionals” 
because the name of the Territory first engraved on the design was “ Oil 
Rivers”, which was, before issue, etched out and “‘ Niger Coast ” printed above. 
The largest printing of the stamps of this series was 30,000 of the 244d, and 
the smallest printing was 10,000 of the 2d green and the same number of the 
1s. The 2d is priced in Scott at $1.10 and the 1s at $2.00. Take my tip, 
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and buy while you can get them at those ridiculously low prices. Of 
the sd lilac, of this same issue there were only 16,000 printed. It runs into 
very interesting light and dark shades. Secure nice shades of this stamp at 


the earliest opportunity. It won’t remain many decades at its present price 
of 85c. 


The first issue, #.¢., Oil River’s on English stamps, were bought up largely 
by dealers and they still hold good supplies, but they are nevertheless decided- 
ly cheap at present catalogue prices. Of the values from 34d to sd the printings 
ranged at from 36,000 to 72,000, of the 4d there were 50,000 and yet that stamp 
can be had to-day for 10c whilst the recent farthing surcharge of Bermuda 
of which there was a first supply of 200,009 is being sold here in London to 
day for 12c despite the risk of a second supply of the same overprint. It’s 
better to put your money on stamps that have settled down to a low price 
than on current stamps on a market rigged by unscrupulous speculators. 
The 1s of the same series, of which there were only 11,000 printed, at the goc 
quoted by Scott should be a desirable stamp. If the 1s of the 1893 issue, of 
which about the same number was printed, is worth the catalogue price of 
$2.00 the 1s of the Oil Rivers issue should indeed be cheap at less than half 
the price. I think I have said enough for the present to put my readers on a 
desirable track. 


I am afraid English have not boomed as most people believe they would 
boom after the publication of the M/agnum opus on the stamps of Great 
Britain. Still there is a steady appreciation which is better than a boom with 
a set back. The great work was a bit too great, truth to tell. It was too 
statistical, too much of the parliamentary blue book and too lacking in popular 
exposition. It is a grand book for the advanced specialist, It’s a closed book 
for the average man. It will never be a popular book. It will never, there- 
fore, popularise English issues. That may be done by a popular writer who 
will boil down the labarynthian mass of information into a popular handbook 
of reasonable dimensions. Such a handbook would be immensely popular and 
the best of all times for its publication would be on the eve of the coming 
King’s head issue. 
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The Niger Territories 


By Epwarp J. NANKIVELL. 
From The Philatelic Record. 





THe Ort RIverRs PROTECTORATE. 


Mr. C. P. Lucas, of the Colonial Office, in his “‘ Historical Geography 
of the British Colonies,” tells us that the Oil Rivers Protectorate, as it was 
then called, was constituted a “ local jurisdiction ” under the Africa Order in 
Council of 1889. “* That is to say,” he explains, “‘ under the powers conferred 
by the Foreign Jurisdiction Acts, a consular jurisdiction, primarily for British 
subjects, was established in these districts, with a right of appeal to the 
Supreme Court of the Colony of Lagos.” 

The extension of British authority from Lagos to the Oil Rivers and the 
Delta of the Niger was the ultimate result of the crusade which this country 
maintained against the slave trade on the west coast of Africa. “ British 
interests,” says Lucas, “ followed close on the heels of philanthropy ; native 
chiefs were bound over by treaties; treaties implied supervision by the 
stronger of the contracting parties ; and in the end philanthropy and interest 
combined to bring in Sovereignty or Protectorate. 

1892 and 1893. “Oil Rivers Protectorate ” Provisionals. 

To supply the first postal needs of the new protectorate six of the then 
current stamps of Great Britain were overprinted “ British Protectorate Oil 
Rivers ” in three lines, the words “‘ British Protectorate ” being close together 
in two lines, at the top of the stamp, and “Oil Rivers” at the bottom, in one 
line. The stamps overprinted were: 4d vermilion, 1d purple, 2d green and 
carmine, 244d purple on blue, 5d purple and blue, 1s green. The number 
so overprinted were as follows :— 


Wd 4 ar 50,000 24d os “- 72,5 
1d ive i 50,000 sd @ ss : 36, 00% 
2d me : 42,000 Is je : éo 11,000 

Total - ; 261,500 


This first provisional supply Sir Claude Macdonald, the Governor of the 
territory, took out with him, paying face value for them to Messrs. De Ja Rue, 
the Government printers. 

On reaching the Colony these provisionals were distributed amongst the 
various centres of trade as follows :— 


Old Calabar. Benin. Bonny Brass. Opobo W 
ed 10,000 7,500 10,000 7,500 7,500 7,500 
Id 10,000 7,500 10,000 7,500 7,500 7,500 
2d 8,000 6,500 8,000 6,500 6,500 6,500 
2% 32,000 7,500 106,000 7,500 7,500 7,500 
5d 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000 
Is 2,000 1,500 2,000 I,500 1,500 I, 500 
PERF. I4. 


44d, vermilion 
Id, purple 
2d, green and carmine 
244d, purple and blue 
5d, purple and blue 
Is, green 








natin eo 


THE NiGeR Coast PROTECTORATE. 


Between 1879 and 1884, writes Lucas, the National African Company 
made a succession of treaties with the various native states on the Lower 
Niger ; and, in the summer of 1884, urged on by German intervention at the 
Cameroons, the British Government endorsed the action of the Company, and 
extended British protection to the east along the coast-line of the Niger 
Delta, and the Oil Rivers. In 1885 the British and German Governments, 
having agreed upon a demarcation of frontiers at the head of the Gulf of 
Guinea, the London Gazette of June 5th, 1885, published a formal proclama- 
tion of a Protectorate over the Niger districts: on the coast, from Lagos to 
Rio del Rey ; inland, over both banks of the Niger from its confluence with 
the Benue River to the sea, together with the territories watered by the latter 
river up to a point named Ibi; and in the following year, 1886, the National 
African Company was granted a Charter by the Crown, under the title of the 
Royal Niger Company, with administrative rights over the territories over 
which it had acquired rights by treaties and acts of cession. An amended 
Proclamation in the London Gazette of 18th October, 1887, extended the 
British Protectorate to ‘“‘all territories in the basin of the Niger and its 
affluents, which are or may be for the time being subject to the Government of 
the National African Company, now called the Royal Niger Company.” 


1893. “Niger Coast Protectorate” Provisionals. 


Before Sir Claude Macdonald left England to take over the duties of 
Governor of the new territory on the Niger, he ordered from Messrs. Water- 
low a full series of stamps of a specially prepared and approved design. 

The stamps of the new series embraced a separate design for each of the 
six values, with the name “ Oil Rivers Protectorate ” incorporated in the design, 
but before the printing was commenced the name of the colony was changed. 
The London Gazette of 13th May, 1893, announced that the territory would 
in future be known as the Niger Coast Protectorate instead of “Oil Rivers 
Protectorate.”” Consequently the.design of the stamps required to be re-drawn 
or altered in some way. Presumably to save time in re-drawing, the words 
“ Oil Rivers,” on every stamp, were lightly lined over or cancelled with a 
graver, and the words “ Niger Coast” were engraved in plain block letters 
in a straight line across the upper edge of each stamp. The old lettering, 
however, shows clearly under the cancelling lines in each case. 

The numbers printed and sent out tothe Niger of this issue were as 
follows :— 

Value. Color First Printing. ‘ Printing I 

44d, vermilion .. > 8,000 ns 8,coo aa 16,000 
1d, blue és ‘4 10,000 os 10,000 ia 20,000 
2d, green Lg we 5,000 oe 5,0Cc0 ; 10,000 

2%d, carmine lake wai 15,000 _ 15,000 30,000 
5d, lilac oe hie 8 ,000 “a 8,000 + 16 000 
1s, black es ms 5,000 i 5,000 id 10,000 

Total .. .. .. 102,000 


The two printings account for many of the interesting varieties of shade 
and paper and perf. in some of the stamps. Two distinct papers are to be 
found in the 1s value, one a thick cream-toned paper and the other a thin 
white. The paper was wove, and the perforations varied considerably from 
12% to 15 with many combinations, showing that there were various per- 
forations done by the same machine. 
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The first and second printings may be differentiated as follows :— 


Value 
yd, 
1d, 
2d, 
2'd, 


5d, 


First Printing 
brick red, 
dark blue, 
dark green, 
dark carmine like 
lilac 


Second Priting 
vermilion. 

p tle blue. 

bright green. 
bright carmine lake. 
dark lilac. 


That is to say, the colors of the first printing were, with the exception of 


the 5d., all of a pronouncedly darker shade. 


shades of the 1s. value. 


The sheets varied in size. 


I have not found any distinct 


The %d, 1d, and 2d were printed in sheets 


of 60, e.g., six rows of ten stamps; the 234d in sheets of 48, e.g., six rows of 
eight stamps; the sd and the 1s in sheets of 30, e.g., five rows of six stamps, 


PROTECTORATE 


ah - pn 
feypr\t », 
(2D aur penny D4 
Vite 
Ps | oa 
4 4 


PERF. 


yd, 


1d, blue 
2d, green 


2'4d, carmine lake 
5d, lilac 


Is, black 





12% TO I5 AND COMPOUND. 


vermilion, in sheets of 60. 
*€ 60. 
~ OO. 


48. 


"* 90. 
or 30. 


(Zo be continued.) 






































International Exhibition of Postage Stamps 
at the Hague. 


We have received from Mr. J. B. Robert the following items of infor- 
mation in regard to the exhibition, to be held at The Hague during the com- 
ing summer: 

First. An International Exhibition of Postage Stamps, organized under 
the auspices of the Nederlandsche Vereeniging van Postzegelverzamelaars, 
will be held at The Hague, in the large rooms of the Zoological Gardens, 
from the roth until the roth of August, inclusive. It will be formally open- 
ed on August oth at three o'clock. 

Second. The number of collections to be entered for competition is 
not limited. All objects shown will be insured against fire and theft. 

Third. The competition for collectors and dealers has been separated — 
the former having fifteen classes and the latter six classes. The awards 
(gold, silver gilt, silver and bronze medals) are numerous, and all medals 
will be distributed exactly as offered. 

Fourth. Applications for space will be received until June rst, and 
collections must be at The Hague, free of all charges, on or before July r5th 
(as this-notice is sent us at so late a date, we assume that the time for entry 
will be extended.) 

Fifth. The jury will be composed of the best experts in stamps known 
to the fraternity. 

Sixth. For prospectuses, regulations and other information, apply to the 
Secretary, Mr. A. C. W. Roodenburg, or to Mr. J. B. Robert, a member of 
the Committee. 


Joseph Rechert. 


Another one of the well-known figures in metropolitan philatelic circles 
was removed, a few weeks ago, by the grim hand of death, namely, our old 
friend, Mr. Joseph Rechert, of Hoboken, N. J. Mr. Rechert, while not in 
recent years prominent in the stamp business, was one of the oldest dealers 
and collectors and, during the many years in which he met his fellow phila- 
telists, he uniformly enjoyed an excellent reputation for character, integrity, 
geniality and good fellowship. His loss will be felt by the many friends 
whom he has met in the various societies with which he was affiliated, as 
well as by the many personal friends whom he had gained during his long 
residence in the neighborhood of New York. 
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UniTED STATES.—In the April 13th number of Zwen's Weekly Stamp 
News, the editor concludes that the Pan-American stamps will be speculative 
and unnecessary, because they are to be withdrawn on October 31st of this 
year and remainders to be destroyed at once. Our contemporary evidently 
fails to realize that the stamps will remain good for postage as long as the 
United States exists, and that therefore no shadow of speculation can touch 
the issue. That the appearance of the set is not rendered necessary by the 
exigencies of the postal service can, of course, not be denied, but it seems to 
be the admitted policy of the stamp trade to look with little disfavor upon 
commemorative issues, the use of which is not confined to a limited period 
of time. 


2? ? @&@2 & © 


UNITED STATES.—Mr. Clarence H. Eagle has shown us specimens of 
the 2c Proprietary imperforate vertically, and the $1 Documentary imperfor- 
ate horizontally. This refers, of course, to the War Tax issue of 1898 

~ ©. 2 2: @ 

ARGENTINE RepusLic.—Ze Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste is informed 

that the current set is to be enriched by the addition of an 8c value. 


BeERMUDA,—We have now received authentic information that the 4d 
on %d green, which we chronicled in our February number, was never issued 
in Bermuda, and therefore collectors may strike this stamp from their list of 
desiderata. 

We illustrate the surcharge of “one farthing” as it appears on the ssh 

ONE 
stamp FARTHING 
EA Sree 


ye © @. 


BOLiviA.—A counterfeit of the 2 boliviano stamp of 1897 is described by 
our contemporary, the ///lustriertes Briefmarken Journal. The points of 
difference are given as follows: Instead of 30 and 23 mm. respectively, the 
arms measure 29% and 22% mm., and while, inthe genuine stamps, the 
letters of the words “correos”’ and “BOLivia" are of equal size, in the 
counterfeit the letters of the former are larger than those of the latter. 


°° 2? 2 ee 


CHILE,—One of our correspondents informs us of the existence of the 
recently issued provisional 5c on 30c, with inverted surcharge. 
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Cretg.—A number of our contemporaries arefchronicling various values 
of the current issue in dull yellow, assuming that these values are issued in 
this color as regular postage stamps. In our March number we stated, on 
good authority, that the plates of the entire issue, from 11 to sdr, had been 
used for the printing of unpaid letter stamps in dull yellow or, as it should 
more properly be called, olive bistre. We have since received a supply of 
these stamps, with the positive information that they were issued only for use 
as unpaid letter stamps, It may appear strange that, at the same time, an- 
other set of unpaid letter stamps in a new design should have appeared, but 
the positive fact remains that both sets were issued for the same purpose; 
and we assume that the use of the plates of the postage stamps for the pre- 
paration of the one set was really intended as a provisional measure, in order 
to provide against the contingency of the set in the new design not being 
ready on time. 


oe a. Pee | 


GUATEMALA.—LZwen's Weekly stamp News is informed by a cor 
respondent that he has been offered a téte béche pair of the 2 reales red 
of 1878. 


3 > > a, > 


S1rnMooR.—The London Philatelist has been shown a used copy of th® 
3 pies orange, with a new variety of the “On S.S.S.” surcharge. The word 
“On ” is in large letters, and the letters ‘‘S" are as tall as the “O” and 
have no stops after them. 


eo. © @&: a 


Iraty.—LZwen's Weekly Stamp News states that the new issue of stamps 
will be placed on sale before long. 
TS a a 


Lasuan.—The Monthly Journal has seen specimens of the 25, soc and 
$1 of the current issue, without the surcharge “Labuan”. In this shape 
the stamps would appear to be issues of North Borneo in new colors, but it 
is evident that such designation would be erroneous, as they are simply 
varieties of the corresponding issue of Labuan stamps which have escaped 
surcharging. The methods of the North Borneo Company are so well 
(ic) that there can be no question that these errors are purely accidental 
sic). 


o 2 &@ & & 


Mexico.—Mr. R. Frentzel informs the London Philatelist that there are 
two distinct types of the 1872 issue, these being distinguishable by the shad- 
ing of the ornamental parts outside of the ovals in the upper and lower frame 
holding the inscription “Correos” at top and “ Mexico” at bottom. The 
values 6 and 25 centavos are shaded by vertical lines and the values 12, 50 
and 100 centavos by horizontal lines. 


oe? & 2 @ © 


PorTUGAL.—The London Philatelist reports the 5 and 25 reis of the eur- 
rent issue, without numerals, these varieties having been used in pairs with 
specimens in the normal condition. It is stated that the varieties were sold 
over the counter at the post office in Oporto, in the usual course. 
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PortucugsE Co.Lonizs.—Several of our contemporaries announce the 
early additionjof 500 and 700 reis stamps to all the sets of these colonies. 
ae ae 
S1aM.—Last month we chronicled a new variety of the 1 att on 12 tts, 
and now we find a variety of the 2 atts on 64 atts not included in our Nos. 
30-35. In all of those chronicled by us the word “ arts” measures 844mm, 
whereas in the new variety it measures 9}4mm., the letters being consider- 
ably spaced. 
. = s 2 


PaTriALA.—We quote the following from the London Philatelist : 

We are shown a used specimen of the 1a Service Stamp bearing one 
complete impression and portions of two others of the red curved overprint, 
the sheet having evidently been first put into the press somewhat out of posi 
tion, and then passed through a second time correctly placed.—J/. /. 


?¢ &¢ @ @ 


TuURKEY.—We show cuts of the new stamps of Turkey both for foreign 
and for interior use. 





i 


a @£ eR 


Urucuay.—We have received a pair of the sc steel blue of 1899, of 
the railroad type, imperforate horizontally between. 
We illustrate the rc green chronicled by us in the Febr,ary number. 








meer 





“UTNITHD STATE §8.—Exactly in 


accordance with the promises made 
by the Post Office Department, the 
stamps issued in commemoration of 
the Pan-American Exposition at 
Buffalo were placed on sale at the 
New York post office on May ist. 
The general effect of the set is ex- 
tremely pleasing, although some of 
the designs might, with propriety, 
have been a little bit more distinctive 
in feature. The engravings are ex- 
tremely fine, and we predict great 
popularity for the newcomers. 
Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated 12. 

1c green and black (Steamship; in- 
scription “ Fast Lake Naviga- 
tion "’) 

2c carmine and black (Locomotive 
and train; inscription “ Fast 
Express *’) 

4c chocolate and black (Automobile 
and the Capitol at Washing- 
ton; inscription “Automobile”) 

5c ultramarine and black (Suspen- 
sion bridge and Niagara Falls 
in the distance; inscription 
“ Bridge at Niagara Falls ’’) 

8c brown violet and black (Small 
steamer and canal boats in a 
lock; inscription “Canal Locks 
at Sault de Ste. Marie’’) 

roc yellow brown and black (Ocean 
steamship ; inscription “ Fast 
Ocean Navigation ”’) 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIOC.— The 


Illustriertes Briefmarken Journal 
states that, about the end of Febru- 





ary, a 15c envelope was issued in the 
type of .the 5 and 12c envelopes is- 
sued in 1899. 

Envelope stamp. 

Green paper. 
15c ultramarine 


BOLIVIA.—The Deutsche Brie/- 
marken Zeitung announces a change 
in the color of the current 5 cen- 
tavos stamp, namely, from green to 
dark red. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
sc dark red 


BULGARIA.—We have received a 
new provisional, the 50s green of the 
current issue having been surcharg- 
ed “ros” in black, 

Adhesive stamp. 


Provisional issue. 
Perforated. 
10S ON 50S green 


COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC. — In 
our last number we chronicled quite 
a list of the stamps issued in Tumaco, 
all of which were imperforate. We 
have now been shown a 10¢, per- 
forated on three sides and imperfor- 
ate at top. 


Tumaco issue. 
Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
toc black 
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COSTA RICA.—LZ’ Echo de la Tim- 
brologie is informed, by a correspon- 
dent, of the appearance of the 1, 2 
and 5c stamps, of the current issue, 
surcharged OFICIAL for official use. 


Official stamps. 


Black surcharge. 
Perforated. 


1c green and black 
2c vermilion and black 
5c gray blue and black 


OUBA.—Mr. J. M. Andreini, in 
exhibiting his collection of Puerto 
Principe stamps at a recent meeting 
of the Philatelic Society, showed a 
variety entirely new to us, but which 
there can be no reason to doubt. 
The specimen in question is a 3 
cents on 2 milesimas orange brown, 
in the type of the first series of sur- 
charges measuring 17%mm. The 
existence of the variety may easily 
be explained by the use of a sheet 
of 2 milesimas stamps instead of 3 
milesimas, when printing the 3c sur- 
surcharge. 

Of course, the corresponding sur- 
charge with small numeral must also 
exist, as all Puerto Principe stamps 
were printed in strips of five, four 
showing the larger numeral and one 
the smaller one. We therefore have 
to add the following to our cata- 
logue: 


Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 

Black surcharge. 
179b 3c on 2m orange brown, type e 
179¢ 3C On 2m orange brown, type f 


DENMARKE.—The 24 dre stamp, 
to which we referred sometime ago, 
has now made its appearance. The 
stamp is in Type A7, the design be- 
ing that used for the 5, ro and 20 dre 
stamps of the current issue. 





Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated 12%. 
246 brown 


FERNANDO PO.—The new set of 
stamps, which we chronicled in our 
December number of last year, has 
indeed had a short life, as we now 
learn from’ our European contem- 
poraries that another new set has ap- 
peared, the design remaining the same 
as before except that the date is 
changed to 1901. A change has also 
been made in the currency, which is 
now in the Spanish style, the values 
being indicated in centimos and 
pesetas, instead of centavos and pesos 


Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 

1c black 

2c bistre 

3c dark violet 
4c lilac blue 

5c dark red 
rec brown violet 
25c light blue 
soc claret 
75¢ brown olive 
Ip greenish blue 
2p light brown 
3P gray green 
4p brick red 


5P green 
1op yellow bistre 


FRENOH OOLONIBS. — Accord- 
ing to L’ Echo de la Timbrologie, each 
one of the nineteen French Colonies 
which was recently endowed with 
stamps in new colors is to be favored 
with the following entires: 


Envelopes. 


15c gray and carmine on green 
25c blue and carmine on rose 


Postal cards, 


roc carmine and blue on green 
10 x 10c carmine and blue on bluish 








an 


lk... 


Letter cards. 


15¢ gray and carmine on gray 
25c blue and carmine on rose 


GREECE.—Der Philatelist has 
received wrappers with stamp of the 
same design as that which appears 
on the postal card issued last year, 
the central figure being a flying 
Mercury. 

In our last number we chronicled 
three surcharges on the Olympian 
Games series, and we have now re- 
ceived another value, namely the 40 
lepta, surcharged “25”. 

We read in Alfred Smith's Sons 
Monthly Circular that this new 
comer has also been resurcharged 
** sol”. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Provisional issue. 

Perforated. 

251‘‘A M.” on 4ol purple 
50l on 251 on 4ol purple, black and 
red surcharge 


Wrappers. 


11 light brown on grayish 
21 gray on grayish 
sl light green on grayish 


HONDURAS.—In December, 1898 
we chronicled a set of stamps of the 
type shown herewith, and early in 
1899 we were informed, on good 
authority, that these were merely 
revenues which were not admitted to 
postal use. Although at that time we 
had seen several specimens used 
postally, we assumed that the use of 
these stamps was not general and that 
their recognition in our catalogue was 
scarcely justifiable. We have now, 
however, received quite a number of 
these stamps, from which it would 
appear that they were used for postal 
purposes for a considerable period of 
time, and a correspondent of ours 
informs- us that he received large 
quantities during the latter half of 
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1898. In view of so general a use, 
we consider the stamps entitled to 
recognition as revenue stamps used 
for postage, and we now repeat the 
chronicle orginally given in 1898. 


Revenue stamps used postally. 


REPUBLICA MAYOR DEO. A. 
Yot Ho 


*, 


¢ 
bp 
> 

(7) 


Perforated, 
1c yellow (orange) 
2c gray blue (pale blue) 
5c black on yellow 
5c red 
roc black on gray 
roc black brown 


HONG EKONG—Jer Philatelist has 
been shown a specimen of the 30c in 
a new color. We presume that the 
stamp emanates from a Postal Union 
lot, as the 3oc green is still in use in 
the Colony. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
Perf. 14. 
30c chocolate 


MAURITIUS.— The Zra has seen 
a new visiting card envelope, bearing 
the current 2c stamp in brown. The 
envelope is ungummed, the flap fit- 
ting into a specially prepared pocket. 

Envelope. 

Size (?) 
2c brown 


MONAOCO.—Pending the arrival of 
the new 5 and 10 centimes stamps, 
announced in our last number, there 
appears to have been a shortage of the 
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old stamps of these values, and rev- 
enue stamps were used for postage, in 
order to supply the deficiency. 


Revenue stamps used for postage. 








eTAUDESSOUS 


WAAAY NA 




















he 


5c yellow brown and blue 
10c “ “ “cc ‘a 


NATAL.—In our March number 
we chronicled a new registration en- 
velope for this Colony, and we now 
read in the ///ustriertes Briefmarken 
Journal that envelopes of % and 1 
penny were issued at the same time, 
as well as a new letter card of the 
value of 1 penny. 

Envelopes. 

White paper. 
34p green 

1p red 

Letter card. 

Ip carmine on light blue 


NEW CALEDONIA.— We glean 
from L’E£cho de la Timbrologie that 
the 75c violet on orange of 1892 has 
been surcharged “ N.C.E.15¢”, in 
the same type of surcharge as was 
employed on the 15¢ on 30c brown on 
bistre, which was issued in 1900. 

Mr. F. Hagen also sends us two 
other provisionals; the 1fr with the 
same surcharge as appears on the 75c; 
and the 2c surcharged “5c”’, like our 
cut Ar3 in the Standard Catalogue. 





Adhesive stamps. 


Provisional issue. 
Perforated. 
Black surcharge. 
5c on 2c brown on buff 
15¢ on 75¢ violet on orange 
15c on rp bronze green on straw 


NEW ZBALAND.—Mekeel's Week- 
ly Stamp News reports the 1sh in 
the Queen's head type, printed on 
the new paper, watermarked double- 
lined “ N. Z.” and star. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked double-lined “N., 
Z.” and star. 

Perforated. 
1sh red brown 


NICARAGUA.—The Aetropolitan 
Philatelist is informed that a set of 
provisional official stamps has been 
made by surcharging the postage due 
stamps of 1896 in two lines, “Franqueo 
—Oficial.” 

Official stamps. 

Provisional issue. 

Perforated. 

1c orange 
2c “ 
5c 
roc 
20C 
50c 


PERU.—The Ji//ustriertes Brief- 
marken- Journal has received a new 
wrapper, the stamp showing the bust 
of the President turned to the right, 
with the inscriptions in green “ cor- 


REOS DEL PERU” above and ‘“ uN 
CENTAVO”’ below. 
Wrapper. 


Size 157x310 mm. 
1c green, bust in blue black 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS — We 
have just received from the Philippine 











Islands a 1¢ United States envelope, 
with inscription “ pHiirines” be- 
low, in the same type as appears 
on the 2c envelope shown in our 
catalogue. We cannot remember 
having seen this envelope mentioned 
by any of our contemporaries, and in 
any event it is new to us. 


Envelope stamp. 


White paper. 
1c yellow green, green surcharge 





Livonia.— Zhe /ilustriertes Brief- 
marken Journal has received infor- 
mation of the issue of a 2 kopecs 
stamp in an entirely new design, to 
replace the stamp of the same value 
which has been in use ever since 
1880. We shall illustrate the stamp 
as soon as possible. 


Adhesive stamp. 
2k green, center brown 


SALVADOR.—The surcharges of 
this country are indeed confusing, 
and it will probably be a long time 
before an accurate and complete list 
can be obtained. To the varieties 
previously chronicled by us we have 
to add the following, the information 
being taken from the Monthly Jour- 
nal and Der Philatelist: 


Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 
Issue of 1900, surcharged with 
small Sunburst in purple. 


2c pink 
r2c light green 
Issue of 1900, surcharged with 


small Sunburst in black. 
rc light green 


Unpaid Letter stamps. 


Surcharged with Wheel in black. 
sc orange 
15c “ 
25c 
goc 


“ 


“ 
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Official stamps. 


Issue of 1900, surcharged “ Fran- 
queo Oficial ” in oval, in black. 
tc light green 
2c pink 
3c gray black 
5c blue 


Federated Malay States.—We have 
now received the Perak $2 and $5 


stamps, surcharged “Federated Malay 
States.” 


Adhesive stamps. 


Watermarked Crown and C. C. 
Perf. 14. 
$2 green and carmine, black sur- 
charge 


$5 green and vermilion, black sur- 
charge 


TRANSVAAL (Vaal River Colony. 
—We have received the 4 pence 
registration envelope of the South 
African Republic, surcharged “ V. 
R. I.” in blue. 


Registration envelope. 


Size 152x95 mm. 
4p olive, blue surcharge 


TUNIS.—The ro, 15 and 25c stamps, 
which have recently appeared in new 
colors, have also been used for un- 
paid letter stamps, being perforated 
through the center and across the top 
in the usual style. The use of these 
stamps is said to be only temporary, 
as a new set of unpaid letter stamps 
is in preparation. 


Unpaid letter stamps. 
Perforated. 
roc red 
15c gray on light gray 
asc blue 
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TUREBY.—Shortly before the ap- 
pearance of the new issue, which we 
chronicled in our last number, there 
was a shortage in the supply of 20 
paras stamps, which was provided 
for by the printing of the 20 paras in 
the old type, in black on magenta 
paper. 

In our last number, we chronicled 
the new stamps which were issued in 
March. We are now informed that 
all the varieties from 5 paras to 5 
piastres, both of the set issued for 
foreign and for interior postage, have 
been surcharged in black, at top, with 
Turkish characters signifying “ Mat- 
boa,” the stamps being intended for 
franking printed matter. 


Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
2zopa black on magenta 


Newspaper stamps. 





Perforated. 
Black surcharge. 
5pa purple 
ropa green 
20pa carmine 
rpi deep blue 
2pi orange 
5pi lilac rose 
5pa bistre 
1opa yellow green 
20pa magenta 
1pi violet blue 
2pi gray blue 
5pi ochre 


se) 
Bro 
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The Collectors Club. 


351 FourRTH AVENUE, New YorK. 





The 65th meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the club house 
on Monday evening, April 8, 1901. 


Present: Messrs. Andreini, Low, Luff and Scott. 
In the absence of the President, Vice-President Andreini occupied the 
chair and called the meeting to order at 8.30 P. M. 


In the absence of the Secretary, Mr. John N. Luff was appointed to act 
as Secretary, pro tem. 


The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The Secretary read a number of communications. 

The Committee on New Club House reported having received gratifying 
answers to their circular, the replies so far being unanimously favorable. 

Letter of Mr, F. H. Pitman was laid on the table. 

Report of Treasurer showing cash balance in bank of $329.76 exclusive 
of $1000 bond was read and accepted. Report of House Committee received, 

Dr. T. L. Hazzard was dropped from membership roll for failure to 
qualify. 

Mr. J, L. Libby was dropped for non-payment of dues. 

The names of Messrs. Lawrence and Colson were balloted upon and 


they were declared to have been unanimously elected subscribing members 
of the club, 


Adjourned at 9.30 P. M. 
Joun N. Lurr, Secretary pro tem. 


Birmingham Philatelic Society. 


April 11th.—Display with notes.—South Australia by R. Hollick. 

The following were unanimously elected members: Dr. T. H. Gibbs, 
Messrs. F. W. Ayre, H. Mountray-Read, A. F. Cobb, B. A., J. Dixon, C. S. 
Nicklin, A. Wallace. 

Votes of thanks were accorded Messrs. Puttick & Simpson, J. B. Josclin, 
H. W. Plumridge, J. Edwards, C. W. Martin and W. Hadlow for valuable 
donations to the library. 

It was decided to subscribe for the continuation of Scott’s Advanced 
Catalogue, and to purchase an oak bookcase at the contract price of £11.10.0. 

The following were elected a Programme Sub-committee: Messrs. R. 
Hollick, T. W. Peck, W. F. Wadams, J. A. Margoschis and G. Johnson. 

It was decided to accept the invitation of the Birmingham and Midland 
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Institute to hold our next exhibition of stamps at their Conversazione on 
January 14, 15, 16, 17, 1902, when at least 7,000 members and subscribers will 
be present. This should be a splendid opportunity for displaying our phila- 
telic treasures to everybody who is anybody in Birmingham and its neighbor- 
hood, The Committee of the B. P. S. was appointed as the Exhibition Com- 


mittee with power to add to their numbers. Further particulars will be 
published in due course. 


Mr. Hollick then gave a very interesting exhibition of the stamps of 
South Australia, illustrated by his fine collection of nearly every variety, in- 
cluding a very fine lot of departmentals. 


The sales from the monthly packets (which have averaged over £2000 
a month for the whole year), have been heavier than for a long time past. 
Australians and South Africans are to the fore, but every country seems to 
have had its share of patronage and the general collector is in evidence once 
again. This is good for philately, for ‘‘ specialising” is, in many cases, only 
another term ‘for “selling out” everything that is fairly “‘up” in the cata- 
logues. 


Will members going away for their holidays be sure to give proper notice 
to the Hon. Secretary, as it is impossible te stop packets at a day’s notice? 























